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Actuaries on Stabilizing the 2018 Individual Health
Insurance Market: The Time for Policymakers to Act Is Now

WASHINGTON-—Serious challenges to the stability and sustainability of the individual health
insurance market for 2018 need immediate attention from federal policymakers, the Health Practice
Council of the American Academy of Actuaries warns in an issue brief published and sent to all
members of Congress today.

“With the deadlines for insurer rate filings fast approaching, policymakers need to act soon to
address individual market issues for next year,” said Academy Senior Health Fellow Cori Uccello. “The
consumers, insurers, and health care providers in the individual market will all be affected by whether
and how these challenges are addressed.”

Steps Toward a More Sustainable Individual Health Insurance Market describes how individual

market stability, including insurer decisions on whether and to what extent to participate in the market
for 2018, hinges on:
e Continued funding of cost-sharing reduction (CSR) reimbursements.
e Enforcement of the individual responsibility penalty.
e Increased external funding aimed at lowering premiums, increasing enrollment, and
improving the risk pool.
e Avoiding legislative or regulatory actions that could increase uncertainty or threaten
stability.

Read the issue brief and learn more about the Academy’s health-related public policy work at actuary.org.
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The American Academy of Actuaries is a 19,000-member professional association whose mission is to serve the public and

the U.S. actuarial profession. For more than 50 years, the Academy has assisted public policymakers on all levels by
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providing leadership, objective expertise, and actuarial advice on risk and financial security issues. The Academy also sets

qualification, practice, and professionalism standards for actuaries in the United States.



